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Wedding Tradition: Who Pays For What 
 
The bride traditionally pays for the … 
 
q Wedding ring for the groom  
q Gifts for the attendants  
q Accommodation for out-of-town attendants  
q Wedding gift for the groom  
q Wedding day lingerie 
q Bridesmaids luncheon  

 
The groom traditionally pays for the … 
 
q Bride's rings (including the engagement ring) 
q Honeymoon vacation 
q Wedding gift for the bride  
q Marriage license  
q Groomsmen gifts  
q Bride’s bouquet  
q Corsages for mother of bride and mother of groom 
q Boutonnieres for men in wedding party  
q Ties and accessories for the men in the wedding party  
q Clergy, Justice of the Peace, Wedding Officiant or minister’s fee 

 
The groom's family traditionally pays for … 
 
q Their own attire 
q The rehearsal dinner  

 
The bride’s family traditionally pays for the … 
 
q Wedding planner 
q Engagement party and announcement  
q Wedding reception 
q Bride's attire  
q Wedding invitations, announcements, thank you notes  
q Wedding photographer and videographer 
q Wedding ceremony costs 
q Bridesmaids and flower girl’s flowers and accessories  
q Ring bearer’s accessories 
q Transportation for bridal party from ceremony to reception 
q All gratuities  
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q Their own attire  
 

The Maid of Honor pays for the … 
 
q Wedding shower  
q Bachelorette party 

 
 

The Best Man pays for the … 
 
q Bachelor party 

 
The Attendants pay for their … 
 
q Wedding attire 
q Wedding gifts to the newlyweds 

 
 


